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I commend Detective Burrow for his
outstanding service to Great Falls and
the State of Montana and wish him and
the department continued success.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. PIN-
GREE) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 24, 2021.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 24, 2021, at 9:47 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 2184.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
CHERYL L. JOHNSON,
Clerk.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
REPUBLICAN LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable KEVIN
MCcCARTHY, Republican Leader:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 23, 2021.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to Sec-
tion 104(c)(2)(C)—(D) of Title I, Division T of
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021
(Public Law 116-260), I am pleased to appoint
the following Members to the Smithsonian
American Women’s History Museum Council:

Mrs. Jackie Walorski of Elkhart, Indiana

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter.

Sincerely,
KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Republican Leader.

———

EQUAL ACCESS TO CONTRACEP-
TION FOR VETERANS ACT

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 486, I call up
the bill (H.R. 239) to amend title 38,
United States Code, to provide for limi-
tations on copayments for contracep-
tion furnished by the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 486, the bill is
considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 239

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Equal Ac-
cess to Contraception for Veterans Act’’.

SEC. 2. LIMITATION ON COPAYMENTS FOR CON-
TRACEPTION.

Section 1722A(a)(2) of title 38, United

States Code, is amended—
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(1) by striking ‘“‘to pay” and all that fol-
lows through the period and inserting ‘‘to
pay—"; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘“(A) an amount in excess of the cost to the
Secretary for medication described in para-
graph (1); or

‘(B) an amount for any contraceptive item
for which coverage under health insurance
coverage is required without the imposition
of any cost-sharing requirement pursuant to
section 2713(a)(4) of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg-13(a)(4)).”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill
shall be debatable for 1 hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and
the ranking minority member of the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs or
their respective designees.

The gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) and the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. BoOST) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
insert extraneous material on H.R. 239.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, this is not the first
time I speak in favor of Representative
BROWNLEY’s bill, H.R. 239, the Equal
Access to Contraception for Veterans
Act, but I continue to advocate for this
bill because it is an essential compo-
nent of supporting the fastest-growing
population of our Nation’s heroes, our 2
million women veterans.

Last week, this bill was defeated on
the suspension calendar when the Fam-
ily Research Council mobilized efforts
with my colleagues in the Freedom
Caucus who suggested that the bill
pushes a ‘“‘harmful ideology.” Dis-
torting this debate into one about
abortion, frankly, does not make any
sense at all.

I again remind my colleagues that
this legislation passed out of our com-
mittee with the support of Ranking
Member BOST and through the House
last Congress with the support of
former Ranking Member Dr. Roe. I
know that Dr. Roe is a fierce pro-life
advocate, but as an OB/GYN, he under-
stood the importance of access to con-
traception.

Let me be clear. This bill brings vet-
erans’ contraception coverage on par
with care they received while on Active
Duty from the Department of Defense

and coverage required by private
health insurance providers to all
women in the United States since

2010—all women except those who seek
care from the VA.

Now, this bill is about healthcare.
This bill is about access. This bill is
about equity, especially for our women
veterans.
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I thank Ranking Member BOST and
Minority Leader MCCARTHY for their
leadership in support of this bipartisan
bill.

Simply put, a ‘‘no’’ vote today is say-
ing directly to veterans that they de-
serve less healthcare than all other
Americans. To me, the choice is easy.
Vote “yes” on H.R. 239. We cannot per-
mit veterans to be made second-class
citizens.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 239, the Equal Access to
Contraception for Veterans Act. This
bill is sponsored by Congresswoman
JULIA BROWNLEY. I thank her for intro-
ducing it.

The Equal Access to Contraception
for Veterans Act passed the House last
year with the support of the Trump ad-
ministration.

It would eliminate copays for birth
control at the VA healthcare system.
In doing so, it would remove a barrier
to care for women veterans. It would
bring VA in line with the Department
of Defense and the private sector. It
would correct a fundamental unfair-
ness that means women pay more for
birth control at the VA than elsewhere.
And it would not in any way contradict
or undermine the prohibition against
abortion and abortion counseling at
the VA that already exists in law and
regulation.

Women are the fastest-growing group
of servicemembers and veterans. They
are raising their right hands to serve
this country in record numbers. Ensur-
ing they are cared for as veterans is
one of my top priorities as the lead Re-
publican on the VA Committee.

We have made progress in making
the VA safer and more welcome to
women, but we still have a long way to
go. Women veterans die by suicide at
two times the rate as nonveteran
women. Most of the veterans who die
by suicide are not engaged in VA care
at the time of their death. That is why
connecting more veterans with the VA
is key to stopping veteran suicide.
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One of the primary ways we can con-
nect more veterans with VA is by re-
moving barriers that prevent them
from seeking the care and benefits they
have earned. This bill will help to do
that.

Women seeking birth control in the
private sector do not pay copays.

Women seeking birth control on Ac-
tive Duty do not pay copays.

This bill will make it so women seek-
ing birth control at VA do not pay
copays either. That is all this bill does.
Once again, that is all this bill does.

Why would we want a woman to pay
more for birth control as a veteran
than she did while on Active Duty?

Why would we want a woman to pay
more for birth control at the VA than
she would in the private sector?
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Is that any way to thank her for
serving her country and defending our
freedoms? I don’t think so.

Neither does Leader MCCARTHY, nei-
ther did the Trump administration.
Neither do many of my conservative
pro-life lawmakers both in this Con-
gress and last Congress.

To be clear, this bill does not require
allowing VA to provide any additional
form of birth control other than those
already available at the VA.

And once again, it does not in any
way contradict or undermine the prohi-
bition against VA providing abortions
and/or abortion counseling to veterans.
That is vitally important to me. I
know it is for many of my colleagues,
as well.

I have really weighed this out and
prayed this out and sought the lan-
guage and read the language. My life
has been a pro-life life. I am not chang-
ing those positions, and this bill
doesn’t change that position either. I
have taken the counsel of doctors who
are familiar with the mechanics of
birth control that are being afforded
here. They are not abortion.

I am confident that supporting this
bill is the right thing to do for our Na-
tion’s veterans. I am confident that it
is consistent with pro-life principles.

Madam Speaker, I hope all of my col-
leagues join me in voting this after-
noon, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. BROWNLEY), my
good friend from my home State, and
the chairwoman of the Subcommittee
on Health, and also the author of this
very important piece of legislation.

Ms. BROWNLEY. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in support of H.R. 239, the
Equal Access to Contraception for Vet-
erans Act.

Madam Speaker, I thank the chair-
man and Ranking Member BoST for
their support. This bill is a simple one.
It only addresses the disparity between
veterans who must pay for contracep-
tion, and civilians and women cur-
rently serving in uniform, who do not
have to pay for contraception.

As the chairwoman of the Women’s
Veterans Task Force and chair of the
House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee
on Health, I have worked to identify
disparities in healthcare for our women
veterans, and where necessary, intro-
duce, advocate for, and pass legislation
that eliminates those gaps.

Madam Speaker, I was proud to work
with my Republican colleagues to pass
the bipartisan Deborah Sampson Act
last Congress. This legislation, which
was the most comprehensive bill to ad-
dress the needs of women veterans in
more than a decade, received over-
whelming bipartisan support. But there
are still far too many areas where
women veterans have to pay more for
their healthcare than men; and in this
case, they have to pay more than non-
veteran women.

These inequities create an environ-
ment that perpetuates the notion that
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women are not equal to men, and in
this case, veteran women are not even
equal to other women. This bill passed
through the House last Congress by
voice vote. It also passed out of the VA
Committee this Congress with strong
bipartisan support.

It was deeply troubling that misin-
formation and politics got in the way
of helping our women veterans last
week, when the bill failed to pass under
suspension, which is why we are back
here again this week.

Let us be clear, this was a direct slap
in the face to nearly 2 million women
veterans living in the United States.
Because of the Affordable Care Act,
women using civilian health insurance
may access basic contraceptive serv-
ices, like the pill, or an IUD without
any copay. Additionally, Active Duty
servicemembers receive contraceptive
care without any copays. So current
law is specifically penalizing our
women veterans. As we know, choosing
when, or if, to have a family is essen-
tial to women’s health and to their
economic security.

Madam Speaker, 87 percent of Ameri-
cans agree that everyone deserves ac-
cess to the full range of birth control
methods, no matter who they are,
where they live, what their economic
status is. The vast majority of the
American people believe veteran
women deserve to be recognized and de-
serve to be treated with the respect
they have earned. The vast majority of
the American people also believe that
birth control should be a basic part of
women’s healthcare.

I am particularly disappointed that
this bipartisan commitment to sup-
porting our women veterans seems to
have hit a roadblock this Congress. Our
veterans, both men and women, have
sacrificed so much for our country. It
is past time that we ensure they get
the equitable healthcare they have
earned and deserve.

Let us do the right thing today on be-
half of our women veterans, for their
equality, for their liberty, for their
healthcare, and for their economic se-
curity.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’ on H.R. 239.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Mon-
tana (Mr. ROSENDALE).

Mr. ROSENDALE. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from Illinois for
yielding to me.

Madam Speaker, my constituents
sent me here to Washington to fight
tooth and nail on behalf of the unborn.

I rise today in strong opposition to
H.R. 239, the Equal Access to Contra-
ception Act for Veterans. This radical
piece of legislation would require tax-
payers to subsidize the full cost of all
contraception through the Department
of Veterans Affairs, including Plan B
and Ella.

Let me be clear, drugs like Plan B
and Ella are not contraception, they
are abortifacients. These chemical
drugs prevent a newly conceived em-
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bryo, a human embryo, from implant-
ing in the uterus and continuing to de-
velop as a child. Again, that is not con-
traception, that is abortion.

Using taxpayer funding for abortions
is not only wildly unpopular, it is im-
moral. It forces tens of millions of peo-
ple who have personal or religious ob-
jections to abortion and abortifacient
drugs to fund the termination of life.
That must not and should not be the
public’s obligation. The true measure
of any society can be found in how it
treats its most vulnerable, especially
the unborn.

Since the ruling of Roe v. Wade, well
over 62 billion abortions have occurred
in the United States. To put it in per-
spective, that is more than the amount
of worldwide casualties directly caused
by World War II, the most deadly mili-
tary conflict in the history of the
world.

The loss of life on such a tragic, mas-
sive scale due to abortion is heinous. If
passed, this legislation will increase
abortions committed in the TUnited
States, and that is at the taxpayer’s
expense. This is absolutely unaccept-
able. We must do better as a Nation.

When this bill was considered in com-
mittee last month, a majority of the
Republicans voted against it. Last
week, we considered this bill under sus-
pension of the rules, and fortunately,
187 of my Republican colleagues joined
me and stood for life. Due to this
strong showing of opposition, we were
able to prevent the two-thirds super-
majority needed to pass this bill under
the suspension of the rules, dealing
Speaker PELOSI a significant legisla-
tive defeat.

That is why Democrats—and even
some Republicans, unfortunately—have
brought this bill back to the floor
today under a rule for debate. I hope
the Republicans will be just as unified
in opposition of this bill today. An-
other strong vote would send a message
that the Republican Party is the party
of life.

Our constituents expect us not to
compromise in our defense of the un-
born. To support legislation like H.R.
239, which promotes the killing of the
unborn, at taxpayers’ expense, is the
ultimate betrayal.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I just
want to say that extremism in the de-
fense of nonsense is not conservatism,
it is still nonsense.

Madam Speaker, I yield 1 minute to
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
MRVAN), my good friend, and member
of the House Committee on Veterans’
Affairs, and the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Technology and Mod-
ernization.

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, I
thank Chairman TAKANO for yielding
me the time.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my support for H.R. 239, the
Equal Access to Contraception for Vet-
erans Act of 2021. I first commend my
colleague on the House Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, Congresswoman
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BROWNLEY, for her leadership and per-
severance to see that this critically
important legislation is passed by the
House.

It is mnot acceptable that today
women veterans do not have access to
the same contraception coverage all
Americans currently have available
through the Affordable Care Act or pri-
vate insurance, and all Active Duty
servicemembers have through the De-
partment of Defense.

Women veterans are the fastest grow-
ing group of veterans enrolling in the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs
healthcare system, and it is time that
our policies for women veterans show
them the support, respect, and fairness
that they deserve.

Madam Speaker, I thank my chair-
man, again, for the time, and I urge my
colleagues to support this legislation.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Geor-
gia (Mrs. GREENE).

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I would like to just take a
minute to remind everyone that words
matter, and their meanings need to be
exactly clear.

Contraception stops a woman from
becoming pregnant. The Plan B pill
kills a baby in the womb once a woman
is already pregnant. You see, the Equal
Access to Contraception for Veterans
Act is not contraception, it is pro-
viding, with taxpayer dollars, the abil-
ity for women to have an abortion. The
government should not be paying for
abortion. The VA should not be paying
for abortion. The American taxpayer
should not be paying for abortion. So
this is why this is very important for
all of us to do what we are called to do
and not play a part in killing a baby in
the womb.

Madam Speaker, this is why I am
asking all of my colleagues to vote
against the Equal Access to Contracep-
tion for Veterans Act. It is time to de-
fend life in the womb.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I thank both Con-
gressman ROSENDALE and Congress-
woman GREENE, and I appreciate their
comments on the sanctity of life, and
as freshman Members, their commit-
ment to our Nation’s veterans.

Now, I agree with both of their com-
ments on life. I disagree on this bill.
This is a bill that we have discussed
many times, and the fact is, the emer-
gency contraception is available to
veterans at VA today and has been for
many, many years.

You mentioned some of the groups
who are opposed to this legislation, and
I respect their viewpoints, and most
often agree with them. But I do think
it is appropriate to note right now,
however, that just a couple hours ago,
the Heritage Action for America clari-
fied their position on this bill.

Importantly, Heritage Action noted
that the emergency contraception is
not—I repeat—is not a chemical abor-
tion drug and cannot be used to induce
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abortion. I think it is important for
our Members to keep that in mind
today.

And I also think it is important that
you understand that many of our col-
leagues who are pro-life should not be
questioned on this bill because it has
been people who are pro-life that have
not only worked on this bill this ses-
sion, but last. And it is vitally impor-
tant that not only the Members know
this, but the American people know it
as well.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.
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Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman
from Illinois (Ms. UNDERWOOD), my
good friend and a member of the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, and
also a very active member of the
Health Subcommittee.

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in strong support of H.R. 239,
the Equal Access to Contraception for
Veterans Act, led by the chairwoman
of the Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee
on Health, Congresswoman JULIA
BROWNLEY.

Chairwoman BROWNLEY and I have
worked together on this issue for
years. It is about fairness, fairness for
the nearly 2 million women veterans
who currently don’t have access to the
same healthcare as civilian women.

The Affordable Care Act requires pri-
vate insurance plans to provide contra-
ceptive services without copays, but
veterans using VA care have to pay out
of pocket for those same services. It is
unacceptable that women who have
served our country bear financial bur-
dens that most other Americans don’t
have to worry about.

This fix is long overdue. And last
week’s unconscionable delay by our Re-
publican colleagues harmed our vet-
erans even more.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle to
put partisanship aside and vote for
H.R. 239.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, may 1
inquire as to how much time is remain-
ing?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California has 22 minutes
remaining. The gentleman from Illi-
nois has 20 minutes remaining.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. LoOIS FRANKEL), my
good friend and new member of the
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs,
where she also serves on the Health
Subcommittee.

Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida.
Madam Speaker, I thank Mr. TAKANO
and Ms. BROWNLEY for their magnifi-
cent leadership advancing the health
and safety of our women veterans.

Madam Speaker, my, my, my, this
bill, which passed unanimously last
session, is just mind-boggling that now
some Republicans are opposing it.
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Really?

I am going to say this: As a very
proud mother of a son of a United
States Marine Corps veteran, I know
the risks and sacrifices of our brave
military. So I say without hesitation,
after service to our country is com-
pleted, no veteran of the United States
Armed Forces should be forced to pay
out-of-pocket expenses for preventative
care, including contraception, that
their civilian counterparts do not pay.

Small copays can be prohibitive for
veterans struggling to make ends meet.
In fact, studies show that costs associ-
ated with contraception, even when
small, lead some people to forego it
completely, to choose less effective
methods, or use it inconsistently.

Here is the thing, Madam Speaker;
the decision about whether or when or
how to become a parent is one of the
most important decisions a person can
make. Our veterans were willing to
stand up and take bullets for our free-
dom, so we need to stand up for theirs.
Let’s make it clear, today we are fo-
cused on access to birth control.

The Republican position conflating
abortion and contraception is part of a
broader extreme effort to block access
to any type of reproductive healthcare.
So let’s eliminate the barriers and get
the veterans the healthcare they need.

Madam Speaker, I call on my col-
leagues to demonstrate their commit-
ment to the patriotic people who make
up our military and veteran commu-
nities by passing this very good bill,
Equal Access to Contraception for Vet-
erans Act.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GREEN), my good friend and
a member of the Financial Services
Committee, where he is chairman of
the Oversight and Investigations Sub-
committee.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, when I arrived here in Congress in
2005, there was a necessary facility,
also known as the men’s room, right
across diagonally from me outside of
this Chamber. There was no such facil-
ity for women. In fact, it was the Par-
liamentarian’s office to my left, just
outside of this facility.

Madam Speaker, it was under the
leadership of the Honorable NANCY
PELOSI that we now have equal facili-
ties for men and women just off the
floor of the House. Things change, but
they don’t change on their own voli-
tion. The arc of the universe, the moral
universe, bends because of the hands of
women and men.

Today, we have an opportunity to
again treat women with the same level
of dignity and respect who are in the
military as we do those who are with-
out the military, and, to a certain ex-
tent, the same way we were treating
men when I arrived in this Congress.

Things change. This is an oppor-
tunity to be a part of an historic
change. It may seem small to you, but
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to the people who have to bear the bur-
den of this invidious discrimination, it
is not the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield an additional 30 seconds to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN).

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I greatly appreciate it. I shall be
terse and laconic and pithy and con-
cise.

It is time for change to again come
to the House of Representatives. I sup-
port this legislation, and I beg that my
colleagues would do so. It is time for
change.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. CHU), my good
friend and the chair of the Congres-
sional Asian Pacific American Caucus.

Ms. CHU. Madam Speaker, as the
chair of the Pro-Choice Caucus’ Con-
traception and Family Planning Task
Force, I rise in strong support of Con-
gresswoman BROWNLEY’s Equal Access
to Contraception for Veterans Act.

Every day, servicemembers are will-
ing to sacrifice their lives for our con-
stitutional rights. So we must ensure
that those rights are available to them
when they come home, and that in-
cludes the right to contraception.

That is what this bill does, by ensur-
ing that veterans, just like their civil-
ian neighbors, have access to the con-
traception that works best for them,
without the burden of copays. And
since we know that not every method
of birth control works for every person,
this bill requires the VA to cover all
FDA-approved contraception, including
emergency contraception, which is an
especially important option in sexual
assault.

Contraception helps people plan for
their futures, for their families, and for
themselves. This bill removes unneces-
sary barriers to care for our veterans
who have already given this Nation so
much.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’” on this impor-
tant legislation.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, let me just say that
this bill by Ms. BROWNLEY is about pro-
viding equal access to contraceptions
for our Nation’s veterans. To oppose
this bill is to advocate for a situation
where veterans are made second-class
citizens.

This bill is about contraception. No-
where in the bill’s text or in the title
does the word ‘‘abortion’ even appear.
I would ask my colleagues who are in
opposition to the bill to read the one-
page text very carefully. I think they
will see that there is no reference to, in
any way, the word ‘“‘abortion.”

Madam Speaker, I would also say, 1
think it was H.L. Mencken who said

The
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that consistency is often the hobgoblin
of little minds.

For those Members who voted
against this bill, you know, in fear of
the moment, they can reconsider their
vote and, I think, get on the right side
of the issue in terms of equality for our
veterans.

Madam Speaker, I yield 1 minute to
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY), my colleague and very
good friend, the chairwoman of the En-
ergy and Commerce Subcommittee on
Consumer Protection and Commerce.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
I thank the chair for his friendship and
for letting me speak.

Madam Speaker, you know, I rise
with great enthusiastic support for the
Equal Access to Contraception for Vet-
erans Act.

No veteran of the United States of
America should be forced to pay out of
pocket for basic preventative care. You
know, this is 2021. Birth control should
not be controversial. Veterans’ access
to healthcare should not be controver-
sial.

And I really think, how dare Mem-
bers on the other side even consider
shutting down this bill on suspension.

Our veterans deserve access to all of
the healthcare services that they need,
and that would include every method
of birth control.

Really? Are we still arguing this?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield an additional 30 seconds to the
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY).

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
I urge all Members to just say—this is
something that is basic right now, we
all believe that contraception should
be available. And, you know, it can end
up actually being quite expensive.

And why?

I don’t understand. So I think this
legislation is long overdue. Let’s pass
it today.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, if I may, I just want
to reiterate to my friends and col-
leagues that I am pro-life. Many of the
people that have supported this and
will support this are pro-life, even
groups now that are saying and men-
tioning this is contraception. It is con-
traception. It is not abortion.

Let me also say that this includes no
other drugs or expansion of drugs that
are available. We want to be very, very
clear on that. It does not change the
position of VA on abortion in any way,
shape, or form. This is only doing what
is right for our veterans and allowing
them the opportunity to receive ex-
actly what someone in the private sec-
tor receives and/or someone on Active
Duty receives.

I am hoping that my colleagues will
understand this and understand those
of us who support this and why.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.
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Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, I appreciate the
honor and courage with which my
counterpart, Ranking Member BOST,
has defended and stood up for the
truth. And the truth is, H.R. 239 by
Chairwoman BROWNLEY is about pro-
viding equal access to contraception to
America’s veterans.

A “‘no” vote on this bill—and I will
say it again—a ‘‘no’’ vote on this bill is
a vote to make our veterans second-
class citizens.

Every other American under every
other plan in this country, whether it
is in private healthcare, because we
passed the Affordable Care Act and said
that every American is entitled to pre-
ventative services, including contra-
ception, since 2010, or Active Duty
servicemembers under the Department
of Defense who are able to access con-
traception without copays—Ms.
BROWNLEY’s bill simply makes veterans
on equal footing with all other Ameri-
cans.

A ‘“‘no” vote on this bill is to make
our veterans second-class citizens, and
I say of those who make that vote:
Shame on them.

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes,” and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 486,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Madam Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are
postponed.

The

———

LGBTQ BUSINESS EQUAL CREDIT
ENFORCEMENT AND INVEST-
MENT ACT

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 486, I call up
the bill (H.R. 1443) to amend the Equal
Credit Opportunity Act to require the
collection of small business loan data
related to LGBTQ-owned businesses,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 486, in lieu of
the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Financial Services printed in
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